
John Bull is a personification of Britain in general and England in particular, especially in political cartoons. 
The Sino-French War was a limited conflict fought between August 1884 and April 1885 to decide whether France should 
replace China in control of Tonkin (northern Vietnam). The French triumph in the war was marred by a number of defeats in 
individual battles and the Chinese armies performed better than they did in China’s other nineteenth century foreign wars. 
According to a Reuter’s report, 2,000 French troops landed in Kin Pai and engaged a large body of Chinese who were 
defending the place. Heavy fighting proceeded for some time, but the Chinese were ultimately defeated with severe losses 
and fled.
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