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CHAP XL

Treats of the Mogul's Dom:intons on
the River Indus, particularly of the
ancient Kingdom of Sindy sts Pro-
dult and Commerce, Relsgion and
Cufloms of the Inhabitants 5 with a

Dq/EriPtiolz of the River Indus.

IN D Tis the weftmoft Province of the
Mjszul’s Dominions, on the Sea-coaft, and
as Larribundar to its Sea Martr, which ftands

bout 5 or 6 Leagues from the Sea, on a Branch
12 of
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of the River Jndus, capable to receive Ships of
200 Tuns. It is but a Village of about 100
Houfes, built of crooked Sticksand Mud ; but
it has a large Stone Fort with four or five
great Guns mounted init, to protect the Mer
chandize brought thither, from the Robberies of
the Ballowchesand Mackrans that lie near them,
to the Weftward, aud the Fams to the Eaft-
ward, who being Borderers, are much given to
Thieving, and they rob all whom they are able
to Mafter. The former are revolted Subj
of Perfia, and the other are Subjecs of the M-
gul; but being fecured from the Awe of an Ar.
my’s coming to chaftife their Infolency, by the
marfhy Grounds they live in, and the rapi
Tides of Indus, they make but little Account
of their Sovereign's Power or Orders, and fo
they commit Depredatious on the Caffillas that
pafs to and fro between Tatta and Larribundar,
notwithftanding a Guard of 100 or 200 Horfe
are fent along with them, by the Nabob or
Vice-roy of Tatta, for Proteion; but often
thofe Protectors futfer the Caffillas to be robbed,
pretending the Robbers are too numerous to be
reftrained by their finall Forces, and afterwards
come in Sharers with the Robbers,

Tatta is the Emporium of the Province, &
very large and rich City. It 'is about three
Miles long, and one and an half broad, and i
about 40 Miles diftant from Larribundar, and
has a lurge Citadel on its Wet End, capable to
lodge o000 Men and Horfe, and has rrack;

2 an



of the Eaft Indies. 1%
and Stables convenient for them, with a Palace
bailt in it for the Nabob. All Goods and Mer-
chandize imported or exported between Tatta
and Larribundar, are tranfported on Carriage
Beafts, fuchas Camels, Oxen and Horfes. The
Country is almoft level, and overgrown with
Shrubs and Buthes, very fit to cover an Ambuf-
cade, which the aforefaid Robbers often make
ufe of, and fuddenly rufh out on a Caffilla, and
whilft the Guards and Carriers are fighting in
one Place, cither of Front, Flank or Rear, the
the Robbers drive away the Beafts with their
Packs. In Anno 1699. a pretty good Caffilla
was robbed by a Band of four or five thoufand .
Villains: The Guard, confiing of 250 Horfe,
were intirely cut off, and above 500 of the Mer-
chants and Carriers, which ftruck a Terror on
all that had Commerce at Tatta.

. It was my Fortune, about four Months after,
to come to Larribundar, with a Cargo from
Malabar, worth above 10000 L. I could find
no Tatta Merchants that would meddle with my
Catgo befare it was cargied to Ta#¢a ; butagreed
on the Prices of moft of the Species of my
Goods : And finding no other Remedy but tra-
velling by Land, in a Caffilla of 1500 Beals,
ind as many, or more Men and Women, be-
fides 200 Horfe for our Ghard, about the Middle
f Fanuary we fet out ; and after we had march-
ed about 16 Miles, our Scouts brought in News
of the Ballowcbes and Mackrans being juft before

us, in great Numbers. 1 had thirteen of my
I3 beft
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beft Firemen with me in the Front, where |
Beafts were.  We being all monuted on li't'z |
Horfes, alighted, and {ct our Beafts on our
Flanks and Front, to.ferve us for a Barricadoe,
to dcfend us from Sword and Target-men,
which were the principal Strength of the Rob-
bers; and we, at the fame Time, had Room
cnough to firc over our Barricadoe. 'We were
not long in that Pofture, till the Enemy fentan
Herald on Horfe-back, with his Sword brar-difh-
ing, and when he came within Call of us, he
threatned, that if we did not inftantly furrender
at Difcretion, we fhould have no Quarter, 1
had two of my Scamen that fhot as well withs
Fuzce as any cver 1 faw, for I have feen them at
Sca, for Diverfion, knock down a fingle Sca-fowl
with a finglc Bullet, as they were flying near our
Ship. I ordered one to knock down the Herald,
which he inflantly did, by a Bullet through his
Head.  Another came prefently after, with the
fame ‘Threatnings, and met with the fame Treat-
ment. The nexe that came, 1 ordered his Horfe
to be fhot in the Head, to try if we could take
his Rider, that we might learn fomewhat of the
Encmy’s Strength.  The Horfe was killed af-
foon as he appeared, and fome of our Horfe got
the Ride, and hewed him down, inftead of
bringing him to us. Our Guard of Horfe conti-
nually keprin the Rear, but fecing what we had
donc in the Front, took courage, and getting in
amongft the Bufhes, met with fome that had a
Defign to attack our Flank, and foon defeated
2 them,
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them, which put the Robbers in fuch Fear, that
they betook themfelves to Flight, and our Horfe
| parfuing, put many to the Sword; fo when
' they returned from the Purfuit, we went on in
our. Journey, and traveling four Miles, came to
aMaud-wall Fort, called Dungbam, a proper
Englyfb Name for fuch a Fortification, It is
built mid-way between Tatsa and Larribundar,
to fecure the Caffilla from being fet upon in the
Night, who all lodge within it, Men and Beafts

mifcuoufly, which makes it {o nafty,- that
the Engli/h Appellation is rightly beftowed on it.
There are about twenty little Cottages built clofe
toit, who breedFowls, Goats and Sheep, to fell
to Paflengers. And thefe are all the Houfes to be
feen in the Way between Tazta and Larribundar.

The News of a Victory that I had over their
Sanganian Pirates at Sea, on my Voyage from
Malabar to Larribundar, had reach’d Tatta, be=
fore the fecond Skirmith by Land, fo that when
I came to Tatia, we were received with Accla-
mations from the Populace, and the better Sort
vifited us with Prefents of Sweet-meats and
Fruits, afcribing the fafe Arrival of the Caffilla
wholly to our Courage and Conduct.

We were lodged in a large convenient Houfe
of 1§ Rooms, and had good Ware-houfes. The
Stairs from the Street, were intire Porphyry, of
10 Foot long, of a bright yellow Colour, and
as fmooth as Glafs. They were about ten in
Number, and led up to a Square of 15 Yards
long, and about 10 broad. Next Day we had
a Compliment from the Nabob, of an Ox, five

Iy Shery,
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Sheep, asmany Goats, twenty Fowls and fifty
Pigeons, with Sweet-meatsand Fruit in Abun-
dance: He, at that Time, lay encamped about
fix Miles from the Town, with an Army of 8
10000 Men, with a Defign to punith the Bel-
lowches and Mackrans for robbing the Caffilla,
and killing his Men, as is before mentioned. He
defired me let him know when we defigned to
drink a Dith of Coffee with him, and would fend
Horfes to bring us to the Camp. 1 returned
Thanks for his Civility, and fent him Word,
that I defigned to kifs his Hand the very next
Dy ; and he accordingly fent twenty fine Per-
Sien Horles, well equipped for my Ufe, ten of
which I accepted for myfelf and Guard to
mount, and the other ten were mounted with
fome of the moft confiderablc Merchants in Tar-
ta, who went to accompany me out of Refpe®;
and, to makeour Cavalcade appear withthe
greater Grace, afioon as we came to the Ca

Gate, we would have alighted, but an Officer
on liorfe-back told us, that it was the Nabob's
Pleafure, that we thould be brought to his Teat
on Horfe-back, and he riding before us, con-
duced us to the Tent Door, and, affoon as we
got from our Horfes, I was conducted into his
own Pavillion Chamber, where he was fitting
alone. The reft that came with me, were not
admitted for an Hour after. It would take a
great Deal of Time and Room to relate the
Compliments and other Difcourfes that paft;
but 1 knew the Cuftom, not to appear before

great
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geeat Men with an emptyHand. . I defired Leave
to lay alittle Prefent at hisi Feet, which he per-
mitted.. It confifted of a Looking-glafs of about
s Pounds in Value, a Gun and a Pair of Piftols
wall gilded, a Sabre Blade and Dagger Blade
gilded, and a Glafs Pipe for his Tobacco, and
an embroidered Standifh for it to ftand in. He
then fent for all who had accompanied me into
the Room, and fhewed the Prefent I had made
him, magnifying every Piece of it; and after
fome Encomiums on my Valour and Generofi-
ty, told me thatI was a free Denifon of Zarta,
with the Addition of an Indulgence of being
free of all ‘Cuftom and Tax on all Goods that
I had brought or fhould export, and that who-
cver bought any Part of my Cargo, and did not
pay according to the Agreement made for Pay-
ment, I thould not be liable to feck Juftice at
the Cadjec’s Court, but to imprifon my Debtors,
and if that would not perfuade them to give Sa-
tisfaction, he would fell their Wives, Children
or neareft Relations to make good their Dcbt.
This Privilege did me fingular Service when the
Term of Payments came, and was obliged to
try the experiment of imprifoning.  After three
Hours Converfation, we took Leave to go,.and
be difmift us with much Civility, and told
me, that when he returned from that Expedi-
tion, he would repay my Vifit at my Lodg-
ings; but in three Months that I ftaid, he did
not return, but often fent to enquire after my
Welfare, and how my Affairs ftood. .
n
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In travelling from Dungbam towards Tatts,
about 4 Miles fhort of the City, on fmooth rie
fing Ground, there are forty two fine large
Tombs, which, from the Plain, appeared to be
a fmall Town., They are the Burying-places
of fome of the Kings of Sindy, when that Soun-
try was governed by its own Kings., I went
into the largeft, which is built in the Form of
a cupola, and in the middle of it ftood a Cof-
fin-tomb, about three Foot high, and feven
Foot long, with fome others of a lefler Size, The
Materials of the Cupola were yellow, green and
red Porphyry, ﬁnef; polithed, and the Stones
fet in regular Order, Chequer-ways, which Va-
riegation ftrikes the Eye with wonderful Plea-
fure. The Tomb is about 10 Yards high, and
7 in Diameter. I was told, that it was the Ba-
rying-place of the laft King of that Country,
who was robbed of his Sovereignty by Feben
Guire Grandfather to the famous Aurenzeb, in
the Beginning of the feventeenth Century, who,
after he had made him Prifoner, bid him afk
what Favours he would defire for himfelf and
Children, and they fhould be granted. He
nobly replied, that ‘all the Favour he begg’d,
was, that himfelf, his Queen, and their Chil-
dren, might be buried in that Tomb, which, in
Times of Profperity, he had built for that Pur-
pofe, and had coft him two Lack of Rupees, ot
. 25000 L. Sterl. which Requeft his Conqueror

could not well refufe.
Tatta
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Tatts City ftands about two Miles from the
River Indus, in a fpacious Plain, and they have
€anals cut from the River, that bring Water to
the City, and fome for the Ufe of their Gardens.
The King’s Gardens were in pretty good Condi-
tion i Amo 1699. and were well ftored with
exceHent Fruits and Flowers, particularly the
moft delicious Pomegranates that ever I tafted.

For three Years before I came there, no Rain
had fallen, which canfed a fevere Plague to af-
fethe Town and circumjacent Country, to
fach a Degree, that, in the City only, above
80000 died of it, that manufa@ured Cotton and
Silk, and above one Half of the City was defer-
ted and left empty. And that was one Reafon
why the Nabob had placed his Camp in that
Place that I wentto vifit him at. The Fi-
gure of the Camp was a regular Tetragon,
and ditched about with a Trench about 3 Yards
broad, and 2 detp. The Ground taken out of
the Ditch, was thrown upon the Infide, about
4 Foot high, and regularly built like a Parapet.
It had 4 Gates, one in the Middle of each Cur-
tain, and a ftraight Street from the oppofite
Gates, which make an exa@ Crofs in Figure,
and the Nabob's Tent was pitched in the Middle
of the Crofs. Each Side of the Tetragon was
about 6 or 700 Paces in Length, and the Ditch-
es could be filled with Water from the Indus,
and let out at Pleafure, into a large Marfh a-
bout two Miles off the Camp., "

. The
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The River Indus is navigable for their Veffels,
as high as Cafmire, that lies in the Latitude of
2 Degrees ; and one Branch runs dp to Ca-
2::1 to the Weftward, and others to Penyeb, La-
bure, Multan, Buckor, and other large Provinces
and Cities to the Eaftward, and all fhare the
Benctits of the inland Navigation, Their Vef-
fels are called Kifties, of feveral Sizes. The
largeft can lade about 200 Tuns. They are flat-
bottomed, and, on each Side, Cabbins are built
from Stern to Stem, that overhang about 2 Eoot;
" and, in each Cabbin, is a Kitchen and a Place
for Exoneration, which falls directly in the Wa-
ter. 'Thofe Cabbins are hired out to Paflengers,
and the Hold, being made into feparate Apart-

ments, are let out to Freighters, fo that e
one has a Lock on his own Cabbin and Apart-
ment in the Hold, and has his Goods always
ready to difpofc on at what Places he finds his
Market. And indeed in all my Travels I never
faw better Conveniencies of travelling by Water,
They have one Maft of a good Length, and a
Square-fail to ufe when the Wind is a-ftern, ot
on the Quarter;; but they never hale clofe by
the Wind. They are obliged to carry a great
number of Men for tratting them up againft the
. Stream, when the Winds are againft them, fo
that a Voyage from Tarta to Lakore, they reck-
on fix or feven Weeks long, but from Labore
back, notabove eighteen Days, and fometimes
it is performed in twelve. ' i
At
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At Tatta the River is about a Mile braad,
and, where I tried with a Lead and Line, it
was about fix Fathoms deep, from Side to Side.
The Stream is not very rapid, for its Motion did
not exceed two Miles and an Half in an Hour.
It produces many Species of Frefh-water Fifh-
ce, and among them, the beft Carp that ever I
faw or tafted. Some of them weigh above 20
Pound Weight, and we have them alive in 7oz~
ta Market. They bave black Cattle in great
Plenty, large and good, and moft excellent
Mautton, of 8o or 100 Pound Weight. Their
Horfes are fmall, but hardy and fwift. Deer,

, Hares and Foxes are their wild Game,

which they hunt with Dogs, Leopards and a
fmall Fierce Creature, called by them a Shoe-
goofe. Itisabout the Size ofa Fox, with long prick-
ed Ears like an Hare, and a Face like a Cat, a
gray Back and Sides, and Belly and Breaft white.
I belicve they are rare, for I never aw more than
onc. When they are taken out to hunt, an
Horfe-man carries it behind him, hood-winkt,
and their Deer and Antelopes being pretty fami-
liar, will not ftart before Horfes come very near,
He who carries the Sboegoofe, takes off the Hood,
and fhews it the Game, which, with large fwift
Springs, it foon overtakes, and leaping on their
Backs, and getting forward to the Shoulders,
fcratches their Eyes out, and gives the Hunters
an eafy Prey. The Leopard runs down his
Game, which often gives the Hunters a long
Chafe, as well as the Dogs, who will tak;:/ the
Water
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Water when the Game betake themfelves to
fwimming, which they frequently do. They
have Store of Peacocks, Pigeons, Doves, Duck,
Teal, Wigeon, wild Geefe, Curlews, Partridge
and Plover, frec for any Body to fhoot, They
have a Fruit that grows in the Ficlds and Gar-
dens, called Salob, about the Sizc of a Peach, but
without a Stone, They dry it hard before the
ufc it, and being beaten to Powder, they

it as Tea and Coftee are, and take it with pow-
dered Sugar-candy,  They arc of Opinian, that
it isa great Reftorative to decayed animal Spirits,

This Country abounds richly in Wheat, Rice
and Legumen, and Provender for Horfes and
and Cattle ; and they never know the Mifery of
Famine, for the Indus overflows all the low
Grounds in the Months of April, May and Fune,
and when the Floods go off, they leave a fat
Slime on the Face of the Ground, which they
till cafily before it drics, and being fown and
harrow'd, never fails of bringing forth a plenti-
ful Crop.

The other Productions of thisand the inland
Country, are Saltpeter, Sal-armoniack, Bosax,
Opoponax, Aflu-faetida, Goat Bezoar, Lapis
tutice and Lapis lafili, and raw Silk, but not fine.

They manufacture in wrought Silks, which
they call Yemarwaars, in Cotton and Silk, call-
cd Cuttenees, nd in Silk mixt with Carmania
Waol, called Calbuleys, in Calicoes coarfe and
finc, fheer and clofe wrought,  Their Cloth
called Jurries, is very fincand foft, and lafls

beyond
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beyond any other Cotton Cloth that I have ufed.

make Chints very fine and cheap, and
Coverlets for Beds very beautiful. They make
fine Cabinets, both lack’d and inlaid with Ivory.
And " the beft Bowsand Arrows in the World,
are made at Mulzan, of Buffalo’s Horns. They
lack wooden Dithes and Tables, but not fo well
as in China. The Lack is clear enough, but
always clammy. They export great Quantities
of Butter, which they gently melt, and put up
m Jars, called Duppas, made of the Hides of
Cattle, almaft in the Figure of a Globe, witha
Neck and Mouth on one Side. They are made
of all Sizes, from thofe that contain 326 4. to
thofe of 5. and that Butter keeps, without Salt,
the whole Year round, but, as it grows old, it
becomes rank.

The Wood Ligna dulcis grows only in this
Country. It is rather a Weed than a Wood,
and nothing of it is ufeful but the Root, called
Putchock, or, Radix dulcis. 1 never heard it is
ufed in Phyfic, but is a gond Ingredient in the
Compofition of Perfume:d There are great
Quantities exported for Surat, and from thence
to Chima, where it generally bears a %ood Price ;
for being all Idolaters, and burning Incenfe be-
fore their Images, this Root beaten into fine
Powder, andan Incenfe-pot laid over fmoothly
with Afhes, and a Furrow made in the Afhes,
about a Quarter of an Inch broad, and as much
in Depth, done very artificially into a great
Lengtb, the Powder is put into that Furrow, grng



128 A New Account

fired, and it will burn 4 long time like'a Match,
fending forth a fine:Smoke, whofe Smell is very
grateful, the Powder having the Fsmd(hx_aﬁlia
of maintzining and delaying the Fire, .

The Religion, by Law eftablithed, is Mabo
metan 5 but there are ten Gentows or Paganws for
one Muffulman. But the City of Tastais famous
for Learning in Theology, Philology and Poli-
ticks, and they have above four Hundred Col-
leges for trainingup Youth in thofe Parts of
Learning. I was very intimate with a Seid who
was a Profeffor in Theology, and was reck-
oned to be a good Hiftorian. He afkt me one
Day, if I had heard of Alexander the Greot in
my Country. I told him1 had, and I mentio-
ned his Battle with Porus, and his Vitory. He
told me, that their Hiftories mentioned the fame,
but with fome Difference in the two Ki
Names, and Alexanders's Paflage over Indus
He faid, that their Hiftory mentioned Show
Hafander and Provus, and that Alexander was
a great Magician, -1d fummoning above aMil-
lion of wild Geeic, they fwam his Army over
the River, and that Prorus’s Elephants woul
never turn their Heads towards the Place where
Alexander was,

The Portuygueze had formerly a Church at
the Eaft End of the City, The Houfe is ftill
intire, and in the Veftry are fome old Pictures of
Saints, and fome holy Veftments, which they
brofered to fell; but I was no Merchant for
fuch Bargains,

The
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The Gentows have full Toleration for their
Religion, and keep their Fafts and Feafts as in
former Times, when the Sovercignty was in
Pagan Princes Hands. 'They burn their Dead,
bat the Wives are reftrained from burning with
the Corps of their Hufbands. There is a very
great Confumption of Elephants Teeth, for ’us
the Fathion for Ladies to wear Rings of Ivory
from their Arm-pits to their Elbows, and from
their Elbows to their Wrifts, of both Arms;
and when they die, all thofe Ornaments are
buent along with them.

They had feveral Feafts when I was there,
bat one they kept on Sight of a New-moon in
February, cxceeded the reft in ridiculous Actions
and Expence ; and this is called the Feaft of
Waly, who was a Knight errant in Time of
yore, and was a fierce Fellow in a War with
fome Giants, who infefted Sindy, and carried
away naughty Girls and Boys, and made Butch-
er Meat of them. This/#ooly, in a Battle one
Day, killed fifty of them, each of them as tall
as a Tree, and after he had difpatcht them,
he led them down to Hell, and there they con-
tinue bound up their good Behaviour, and are
never to appear again on Earth, for Fear they’
thould {car the Kings Liege-fubjecls, or frighten
Children. .

In this ‘mad Feaft, People of all Agesand
Sexes dance thro’ the Streets to Pipe, Drum and
Cymbals. The Women, with Bafkets of
Sweet-meats on their Heads, diftributing to eve-

VoLl L K ry
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ry Body they meet. The men are bedawb'd
all over with red Earth, or Vermilion, and are
continually fquirting gingerly Oil atone another;
and if they get into ii—loufcs of Diftinction, they
make foul Work with their Oil, whofe Smell
is not pleafant ; but in givinﬁ a Prefent of Rofe-
watcr, or fome Silver Coin, they are civil enough -
to keep outof Doors. And in this Madnefs they
continue from 10 in the Morning till Sun-fet.
"The River of Sindy would be hard to be found,
were it not for the Tomb of a Mabometan Saint,
who has an high Tower built over him, called
Sindy Tower, It is always kept white to ferve
as a Land-mark, The Bar, going into the.Ri-
ver, is narrow, and has not above two Fathoms
and an Half, on Spring-tides : But this is or: 8
{mall Branch of Indus, which Appellation is gow
loft in this Country that it {o plentifully waters,
and is called Divellee, or feven Mouths ; but it
difembogues itfclf into the Sca thro’ many more.

CHAP
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CH AP. XIlL

Croes am Account of the ancient King<
““dom of Guzerat, mow a Province
..annexed to the Mogul’s Dominions,
. 485 Sttuation, Prodult, Manners and

“Relsgton 5 with fome Account of the
" Pirares that snhabst Part of it, and
" fome Obfervations on Diu, a4 Portue
.. gueze City on an Ifland appertaining
- g0 Guzerat,

HE next maritime Country to Sindy, is
: Guzerat, The Indus makesitan Ifland,
%y a Branch that runs into the Sea at the City
f Cambaya. This Province, tho’ Vaffals to
he Mogul, yet continue in their old Raligion of
Pagamifm, and for the moft Part, drive the old
Irade of thieving and pirating, for they plunder
dl whom they can overcome, on both Elements:
Nor can the Mogul reftrain them, for their
country is fecure from the Marches of Armies
nto it, by Reafon of the many Inlets of the Sea
hat overflow the low Grounds, and make it {o
bft and muddy, that there is no travelling but
y little Boats, in many Places,
The firft Town on the South Side of Indus,
s Cutchnaggen. It admits of fome Trade, and
produces Cotton, Corn, coarfe Cloth and Chon,
K 2 a
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a Shell-fith in Shape of a Perriwinkle, but as
large about as a Man’s Arm above the Elbow,
In Bengal they are faw’d into Rings for Orna.
ments to Womens Arms, as thofe of Sindy weas
Ivory Rings. They are in Fafhion in many
Countrics in India. The Province and Town
of Cutchnaggen are governed by a Queen, ‘who
is very formidable to her neighbouring States.
The Reafons they give for choofing that Sex for
their Governefies, are, that they’ll be better advi-
fed by their Council than Men, who, by too
large a Share of Power and Honour placed on
than, become obftinate in their Opinions, and
infolent in their Behaviour : But Ladies are e-
fteenied compluifant and gentle.

The next Province to Cutchnaggen, is Sange-
nia, which is alfo governed by a Princefs, for
the abuve Reafons, Their Sea-port is called
Buct, very cominodious and fecure.  They ad-
mut of no Trade, but pradife Piracy. They
give Protection to all Criminals, who deferve
Punifhment from the Hand of Juftice. All
Villainsin the Countries about flock thither, and
become honeft Robbers, fo that they are a
Mcdley of Criminals, who flee their Country for
Fear of Condign Punifhment due to ‘their
Crimes. This Province produces Cotton and
Corn, asall the Kingdom of Guzerat does ; but
they udniit of no Trude in their Country, as I
obierved before, for fear of being civilized by
Example. I had feveral Skirmifhes with them,
‘They, being confident of their Numbers, ftrive

to
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to board all Ships they can. come at by failing,
Before they engage in a Fight, they drink Bang,
which is made of a Seed like Hemp-feed, that
ha§ an intoxicating Quality, and, whilft it af-
fets .the Head, they are furious. They wear
long Hair, and, when they let that hang loofe,
hey’ll give no Quarter.
" In Amo 1686, a {mall Ship of theirs, that
miouinted 8 Guns, and mann'd with 300 of
thefe furions Fellows, was cruizing on the Coaft
of India, between Surat and Bombay, and the
Pbhenix, an Englifb Man of War of 42 Gubs,
wias bound for Surat. The Sanganian made
towards her, and engaged her, but would fain
have been gone again when found their Mif-
take ; but that was impoffible, The Phenix
fent her Boats, well mann'd, to try if they
¢ould make them yield, in order to fave their
Lives ; but they fcorned Quarter, and killed and
wounded many of the Englifh, fo that Captain
Tyrrel, who commanded the Pbhenix, was for-
ced to run his lower Teer out, and fink them :
And after their Ship was funk, and the Mifcre-
ants fet a fwimming, yet moft of them refufed
Quarter, and only about 70 were taken -alive.
{ I 'believe Sir George Bing can givea better Ac-
"cdunt of the Story than I, for, if I miftake not,
he was a Licutenant then on Board the Plensx,
afid received a dangerous Wound in the Combat,
at leaft one of his Name, who bore a Commif-
fion, did.) In Anma 1717. they attack’d a Ship
calted the" Mérning'Star in her Paflage between
| K 3 Gombroon
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Gombroon and Surat. She was richly laden,
which they were apprifed of, and two Squadrons
were fitted out from two different Ports, to way.
lay her, and ‘accordingly fhe fell in with ei
Suil ' of thofe Pirates, Onc was a large Ship of
near 500 Tuns, and three others were Ships be-
tween 2 and 300 Tuns, and the other 4 were
Grabs, or Gallies, and Sheybars, or half Gallies.
They reckoned in all there were about 2000
Men in their Fleet, and the Morning Star but
1% fighting Men, who were refolved to truft
Providcnee, and fight for their Lives, Liberty
and ['{tate. The firft Attack was by the greate
eft Shipalone, but was foon obliged to fheer off
again, with thc Lofs of fome Men, and the
Cuptain of the Morning Star was wounded in
the Thigh, by a Lance darted at him, that
ierced his Thigh through and through, The
f’imtcs were not difcouraged by this firft Repulfe,
but joincd their Forces and Councils together,
and, after a Day's Refpite and Confultation, they
attackt the Morning Star a fecond Time, the
two largeft Ships boarding, onc en her Bow, and
anothcer on her Quarter, and three more boarded
them two, and cntred their Mcen over them.,
'The Combat was warm for above four Hours,
and the Morning Star had feven killed, and as
many wounded; but kind Providence affifted
her. . Whilit fhe was on Fire in three Places,
and had burnt through her Peop and halt Deck,
fhe wa difengaged of them, and lete five of the
Lurgeft fo entungled with one another, that they
could
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could not purfae her.  So fhe purfued her Voy-
age to Szrat, but having no Surgeon on board,
the called at Bombay, to get her wounded Men
deeft and cored. In the Time of the Combat,
while the Pirates were on board of the Morning
Star, twenty one Ind:ar Seamen went on board
of them, and twenty fix Merchants had gone to
them, to try if they could perfuade them to take
‘a Sam, and not put it on the Hazard of a Bat-
tle. All thofe they detained, and carried along
with them, and made them pay above ooo
Pouands for their Ranfom, who gave an Account
afterwards of great Slaughter done on the Pirates.
And the Commodore loft his Head afloon as he
landed, for letting fo rich a Prize go out of
. In Anno 1698. one Captain Lavander, inthe
-Ship Thomas, bound from Surat to Mocha, en-
countred four Sail of thofe Freebooters, and

them bravely ; but they burnt the Ship
and all her Crew, becaufe he would not yield.

are very cruel to thofe they can mafter, if
they make Refiftance; but to thofe that yield
without fighting, they are pretty civil.

The next Sea-port Town to Baet, is figat.
It ftands on a Point of low Land, called Cape
“J1gat. The City makes a good Figure from
‘the Sea, fhewing four or five high Steeples.
s the Seat of a Fouzdaar or Governor, for the
Mogul. It is a Place of no Trade, and confe-
quently little known to Strangers,

. B K4 The
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. "Fhe npext marititne Town is sroul. It
admits of Trade, and affords coarfe Callicoes,
\ghit,c and éh;d, Wheat,kPu}fe and Butter for

xport, and has & Market for Popper, S

jd Betlenug. . It is inhabited by Basyans ; %
wild Deer,  Antelopes, and Peacocks are fo far
miliar, that they come into the very Houfes
without Fear,

The next Place is Poremain, a pm? :E
Town on the Sea-thore, and admits of T
praducing the fame Commoditics as Mangeres,
and its Inhabitants arc of the fame Religion 5 but
both Towns are obliged to keep Raffpouts to pro-
tect them from the Infults of the Sanganiams. -

‘Ubofc Raffpouts are Natives of Guzerat, and
arc all Gentlemen of the Sword, und are well
trained in the Art of Kkilling. They, like the
Switz, employ their Swords in the Service of
thofc who give them beft Pay. ‘They feldom
give or take Quarter, and when they go onan
Expedition, they carry their Wives and Children
in Carts and Waggons along with them, and if
they mweet with a Repulfe, their Wives witl
never {uffer Cohabication till they can regin
their loft Honour by fome noble Exploit,

Diu 1s the next Port, and is the fouthermoft
Land on Guzerat, 1t is a {mall Ifland of three
Miles long, and two broad, belonging to the
Crown of Portugal. The City is pretty large,
and fortificd by an high Stonc Wall, with Bafti-
ons at convenient Diitances, well furnithed with
with Capnon to flank it, and a deep Mote hewn

out
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out of an hard Rock, to defend it on the Land
Side, which is 3bout one third Part of the City.,
‘Theother Parts are fortified by Nature, having the
Ocean thick fet with dangerous Rocks ant high
Cliffs, who forbid any Approaches on that Side,
and a rapid deep River, that affords a good Har-
bour; on the North-eaft Side. The Harbouris
fecured by two Caftles; one large, that can bring
sbove 100 large Carinow to bear on the Mouth
of the Harbour, to firbid Shipping Entrance
without Leave. The other isbut fmall, and s
built irregularly on a Rock in the Middle of the
River, and Channels for Shipping to pals by it,
within ten Yarde of its Wall. It is madeufeof for
2. Magazine for Powderand other Warlike Stores.
- Jeis one of the beft built Cities, and beft for-
tficd by Nature and Art, that ever I faw in
Indsa, and its ftately Buildings of free Stone and
Marble, are fufficient Witneffes of its ancient
Grandear and Opulency; but at prefent not a-
bove. one fourth of the City is inhabited. It
contains five or fix fine Churches, which 4re
great Ornaments to the City, which ftands ona
rifing Ground on an eafy Afcent from the great
Caftle; and the Churches, being built wide
from ‘one another, and ftanding gradually high-
er:'than one another, make the Viffo from the
Sed admirably pleafant, by thewingall their beau-
tifal Fronts that Way. And within they are
well decorated with Images and Paintings,

- Phere isa Tradition, that the Portugueze cir-
comvénted ‘the “ King~ of Gugérae, is Dido dli;:
o t
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the Africanus, when they gave her leave to build
Caribage, by defiring no more Ground to build
their Cities than could be circum{cribed in an
Ox's Hide, which having obtained, they cutit
intoa fine Thong of a great Length, and over-
reacht their Donorsin the Meafureof the Ground.

After the City was built and fortified, it
drew all the Trade from the King’s Towns of
Commerce thither, which made him heartily
repent his Generofity ; and he made Propofals to
the Portugueze to reimburfe all the Charge and
Expence they had been at, if they would reftore
that Ifland again, but he never could perfuade
them to that Bargain, and fince fair Means would
not do, he defigned to try what might be ob-
tained by Force, wherefore he raifed a. great
Army, and befieged it, but was foon forced to
draw off again with Lofs, for the Portugueze
large Cannon from their Walls difturbed and
dintreft his Camp fo, that he found but litde
Safety for himfclf, and much lefs for his Hoft. -

This City came to fuch an Height of Trade
and Riches in the fixteenth Century, that it drew
a vaiy potent Enemy from the Red Sea ; for, a-
bout the Year 1540. the Turks defigning to
have a Footing in India, caft their Eyes on Dia,
as being conveniently fitvated, and well forti-
fied for their Purpofe ; fo they came in a Fleet
of Gallics and Tranfports 25co0 ftrong, from
Zden, and landed on the Weft End of the Ifland,
and laid Siege to the City ; but the Portuguez
fent a Reinforcement from Goa, of twenty fai,

fome



of the Eaft Indies. 139

e of which were latge Ships or Galleons,
ich carried heavy Metal, with which they
ered the Turkifb Fleet, being fmall Vefiels,
. many Turks were funk, and the Bathaw
forced to make off with great Lofs and
me, and leave their battering Artillery to the
tugueze, for which Misfortune and Difgrace
oft his Head when he returned to 4den.
but about the Year 1670. the Mufkat Arabs
better Fortune, for they came with a Fleet
Frankies, and took an Opportunity to land
he Night, on the Weft End of the Ifland,
wut being difcovered, and marcht filently
s up to the Town, and, at Break of Day,
:n the Gates were opened, they entred
aout Refiftance. The Alarm was foon
ad over the Town, and happy was he who
firft to the Caftle Gates, but thofe who had
vy Heels were facrificed to the Enemies Fu-
who fpared none ; o in a Moment that fair
. City and Churches were left to the Mercy
the Arabs, who, for three Days, loaded
r Veflels with rich Plunder, and mounted
i Cannon in a great beautiful Church, and
1 on the Fort, but to little Purpofe, The
rernor, who was in the Caftle, could foon
e obliged them to remove farther off the
tle, by the Force of his heavy Cannon, yet
Priefthood forbid him firing at the Church,
Pain of Excommunication, left fome un-
ty Shot fhould facrilegioufly have defaced
ic holy Image. .
uc
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But the Arabs, likea Parcel of unfanQ@ified
Rogues, made fad Havock on the Churches
Trumpery, for, befides robbing them of all the
fan&tified Plate and Cath, did not leave ong
Gold or Silver Image behind them, but carried
all intodifmal Captivity, from whence they never -
returned that I could hear of. And as for the
poor Images of Wood and Stone, they were fo
rudely treated by thofe barbarous Drfidels, that
they came well off if they loft but a Limb,
and I faw fome who loft their Heads : Bat by
the indefatigable Induftry of the Clergy, ther
Churches are again as well, or better rgmiﬂx;d
with well carved Images of Wood and Stone
than they were before ; but I faw none of Gold
or Silver tofupply the Places of the poor Captives.

However, before the rabs had done plun-
dring, they became fecure and negligent, which
the Governor having Notice of, proclaimed
Freedom to all Slaves who would venture to fal-
ly out on the Enemy. Accordingly about 4000
Soldiers and Slaves made a Sally with Succefs,
killing about 1000 .Arabs, and made the relt
flee féom the Town, the Affailants lofing but
very few ; and by that one Sally the Town was
regained. Thofe Slaves are generally Mofam-
bique and Mombafs Negroes, whofe Strength and
Bruvery I have mentioned before. ‘The City
fill fecls the difmal Effects of the Lofs it then
reccived, At prefent there are not above 200
Portugueze both in the Caftle and City. The
reft of its Inhabitants'are Banmyans of all Sorts.

2 There
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There may be about 40000, but fewof them of
Fortune or Figure, becaufe the Infolence of the
Portugueze makes it unfafe for money’d Stran-
gers to dwell among them. The King of Por-
tugal has about 12000 Pounds per Anmum, of
Poll Money paid into his Treafury, and the
Cuftoms and fand-tax may come to about
6ooo Pounds more : But if that Ifland were in
the Hands of fome induftrious Exropean Nation,
it would be the beft Mart Town on the Coaft of
India, for the River Indus being near Neighbours,
both by Sindy and Cambay, thofe Commoditics
might be imported and exported to Advantage.
And that Commerce has raifed Surat,

All the Country between Diz and Dand
Point, which is about thirty Leagues along
Shore, admits of no Traffick, being inhabited
by Freebooters, called #arrels, who often aflo-
ciate with the Sanganians, in exercifing Piracies
and Depredations. ‘They confide much in their
Numbers, as the others do, and ftrive to board
their Prizes, and, affoon as they get on board,
they throw in Showers of Stones on the Prizes
Decks, in order to fink them that Way, if they
don’t yield, and they have earthen Pots as big as
a fix Pound Granadoe Shell, full of unquenched
Lime, well fifted, which they throw in alfo,
and the Pots breaking, there arifes fo great a
Duft, that the Defendants can neither breathe
nor feewell. ‘They alfo ufe Wicks of Cotton,
dipt in a combuftible Oil, and firing the Wick,
and _throwing it into their Oppofer’s Shg:; it
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burns violently, and fets Fire to the Parts tha¢
it is thrownon. They have no Cities, and their
Villages are fmall. The beft of them ftands
about 60 Miles to the Eaftward of Diu, and is
called Chance. It is built about a League within
the Mouth of a River, which has a fmall Ifland
lying athwart it, about two Miles into the Sea,
The Ifland has good Springs of freth Water,
but no Inhabitants. Jn Anno 1416. the Englifb
went to burn that Village, and their pirating
Veflels, but were unfuccefsful in their Under-
taking. The Warrels occupy all the Sea-coaft
as high as Goga, which lies about 12 Lea
within the Gulf of Cambay. And the Coaft,
from Dand Point to Goga, is very dangerous,
being thick fet with Rocks and Sand Banks ; and
a rapid Tide runs amongft them of 6 or 8 Miles
in an Hour, ina Channel that is 20 Fathoms deep
in fome Places, which cauf¢s Anchoring to be
dangerous alfo.

Goga is a pretty large Town, and has had
fome mud Wall Fortifications, which ftill de-
fend them from the Infults of their Neighbours
the Goulies who inhabit the North-eaft Side of
Guzerat, and are as great Thieves by Land as
their Brethren the #arrels and Sanganians are by
Sea: Nor is there any Land Army that can
come into their Country to chaftife them, for
there are fo many Rivulets made by Indus and
the Sea, thatare fo foft and muddy at the Bot-
tom that there is neither Paffage for Men nor
Horfe to penetrate their Country. And their
A Towns
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| Towns areinvironed with fuch thick Hedges of
green Bamboos, which are not to be burned in a
fhort Time, and the People fo numerous and

. waliant, that it would be an hard Tafk to civi-
lize them,

Goga has fome Trade, admitting Strangers to
afree Commerce in fuch Merchandize as are fit
to be imported or exported to or from Guzerat.
Ithas the Conveniency of an Harbour for the
largeft Ships, tho’ they lie dry on foft Mud, at

| low Water ; but the Tides rifing four or five

* Fathoms perpendicular, afford Water enough at
high Watet, The Town is governed by an Of-
ficer from the Mogul, who commands about
200 Men, who are kept there fora Guard to it,
and are {fubordinate to the Governor of

CHAP XIL

Gives an Account of the Cities of Cam-
bay, Baroach 474 Surat ; with feve-
ralOccurrences that bappened to them.

AMB AY, or, as the Natives call it,
Cambaut, about 12 Leagues from Goga,

in the Bottom of the Gulf of Cambay, on a
fmall River, that is fent by the Overflowing of
the Indus into that Gulf or Bay, is a large City,
with high Walls, and was formerly the Metro-
polis of a Kingdom that bore the City’s Nan:)c 3
ut






